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2> THE_CASE OF THE MISSING CO-EDITOR

LS Arv Undermen cume visiting the other

' dey. A& & resuli ol the visit, this iseue

. N - o . doean't heve wrep-around covers. Neithsr

i“"fo do your tenslle 3trgngtl;1 preb- doss 1t have several przes of wit and hum-
1lems on scmeone else, kidi? or by Arv Undermen.

1 hed prepered ahout helf & dozen masters by the time thet Arv got hers. Thess
were =11 proof-reed, 1llustratsd snd resdy to run off. Arv tock & look at theu, then
gaid, "Youre the limit, Lichtman.® He then launched into & nonologue on how I vas
burning myself out. He finished vith a ®You're the limii, Lichimen,® ard repsated

it seversl timss for elfect.

n"yell, er,® I countered, shere' s thzt Bevgeron illustration I said I was suving
for your SAPRzine."” I pulled 1% out of the envelope end handed it ©c him. e took
e critieal look &t it end said, "Well, maybe 1?1l draw my own covsr this time.¥ He
hended it back. Then he said, “You know, I started reading part of ths 84PS mailing
last night. I went through the mailing end picked out the zines I thouzhi would be
interesting, but damnit only one of them was." Be sald which one but 1711 omit that
heecanse 1t might emberress some people. It weasn't mine, anywsay.

*have you done sny work on your SAPSzine yet?® I saxed. He looked at me and
gaid, "Hell, no." Theu he seid, "I think I'm going to quit SAPS. Theret's just no-
thing worth reading in the mzilings, it seems." He continued, *I'11 put out another
zine or two, meyba one for the spring mailing, but then 1'm going to quit it." Whether
ov 1ot e will is a moot point. Arv hes quit fandom several times.

27 wrote a letter to Bill Fvans about FAPA credentials,® he sald. *I told him
shout SPLANATO fthe title of aArv’s BAPSzine—bl} but I didn't heve a copy to send him.
Do you think he!ll accept thet es credentials?® "Sure," I gaid, ¥he'll check with
Dick Eney, like it seid in the Fi, and you'll be okay. If that doesp't work, he'll
probably consider Pgi-Phi as credentials.® #FiP4,” Undermen went on, Mis lois better
tharn $4P3. Mainly, you dou't have to publish so damned much. FEight peges a yeer i
sasy and there's geod stuff in the mailings, too.”

“But sre you going o do &n issue of SPIAN.LI0 for the Jenusry 7APS mailing?" I
agzed. *Well,® Arv seid, ®I'11l see about it. But iike T gald, there's not much
worth reading in the mailings.® He went on to say that he'd been rsading stufi like
QF3ipug Rex &nd he wes going to read some dull 900-page book, the title of which I
forget, over the vacation. Then he spent a good detl of time telling me avout gsople
h3'd met at Stonford, people who ell sound liks hyper-Burbees when it comes to telling

humerous anscdotes.

Just befors Arv had to go, I asked, "Are you going to yrite a coupls pages of
aditorial for Pgi-Phi this time?" %No,® he answered, "T'm going to quit fandom. Ex-
cept for PAPA, that is. You can heve this issue of Pgi-Phi all to yourself.®
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nBges thet mesn yot're not golng to oe zo-edd tor of Psi-Phi caymore?® I guerlad,

"Hell, no,¥ hev corcicdad, 1711 be back for the suamer issus.? 4As ka welked ofY,
ne added, "But I'm guitiivg Candom anyway.”

COLLEGE GOING Frall

* Tn the iast ilesis, I geve e brief run-down of wuat collegze sceh LASEF member wes
going te. I wesn't (ulte surd then whet college Don Durward was going to, sc I kidded

‘ehout 1t. It turns out that he's with me at UCLA. i & matter of fact, he iindly {for

) e 9light monetary consideration) transporis me to and from achool every dzy.
. ' T have writter for other fanzines atories of regiatration end pre-surollment,

though these heven't appoarsd in print yet. 4nd I wrots & shoert descriptive easay
concerning the Campus snd Wastwced Yillage for my N'APAzinG (KTP #4, in the March

- 16861 meiling). But I haven't writiten anyihing sbeut whet the clagsses thzmegelves are
iike for publicetion, 30 I might just do that hers.

Phis sessster I decided to breeh into ths colleze geme casily end #0 I only sigan-
ed up for 13 units. Theae are 4 units of French {to finigh up my foreign languagzs
reqireuent forevermors), 3 units of Erglish 14, 3 units of 1ife Seience, 2 units of
Algebra, and 1 unit of drmy ROTC. Next samester I heve pre-snrolled for 2 uanita sach
of Erglish 13, Philosophy 64, Caleulug & asnal Geow 34, Sociolezy ), Life Science 1B,
end one unit of Army ROTC. Whether or net I get those is indeterminkte at the rom-
eat, but I awpect I'11 get &ll of thewm because I aigred u) Tor them as soon eg I
could. If I con't get one, I will get Politi:..l Scilence 1 {alsc 'taoun =23 Saap Sonrss
la; itis & Requirement-Filler) instead.

¥pench clags is somewhat of an anomely. During bigh schoeol Fronche-thae ilast two
years of it anyway--the classes were loaded to thsz brim with pretly , pretly g.r-is.
The tescher wes sn emisble, quite nice middie-sge lady, wio used to keep us attentivs
by telling avout things she did #hen in Fraace. It took us a while tc tsteh cnto the
fact thet shs was in Frence not just recent~ - -
1y, but during the 19308. But my point is,
there wers many, meny pretty girls in the
claags and things were gensrally plesasant.
My colleze French section is a norse of sn
sntirely different color. Here taere are 2
pretty: girls cut of a class with sbout 20
girls ir it. And one of the pretty ones is
the teccher! This sounds like sort of a
= "gather Knows Best! sort of situation, tha
thing you run across only la situation com-
edlies on telsvision, but hers it 1ig, and I'm
rather snjoying it. Our professor is in
her 3Cs, but she locks not a day over 20.

’ Really. Ske's French, has a fine sense of S
Auaor, and occesionally gets off ~n the = -
most amazing tengents in class. For in- "All wight, if you iamist, I'11
’ gstance, the nther day we hegan reuding sell you & prozine from under
Moliere's %La Bourgeols Genillhsmme®. But . the counter.™

before wve atiually got eround to sterting the
play in class, shne conducted a 10-15 minute discussion cn Lie sex habits of seventken-
+h century French nobility, Too bad I forgot to take notes...

Foglish 1A ie aleo & rather weird class. Ouxr TA staried off the yser in the
right groove by saying that he didn't ses how enyone in their 77 "t mind would subject

s N e
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apT P SiE 2 Wrp 34 ) nowr L oree : s t if 7 3
himfw?_: Lo a coursa lu nig 1 el L. __“T_ ow 1 tfuawld.n’t foea 1t 1 7 hed t» taks it oves
Pt L R v e b UHE LLiTAL werd L ogol 1o ralkins shout varicue duoks,
anc mentlonsd he'rs once sterhed to resd Diznetics, o7 enyote femiliar with tbe book?®
ne esgked. T wes ths ouly ore In the olacs & calae my hend and aduit T/d heerd of it,

which resulited in wy being asxed by several recple how they could get hold of u eopy.
The section I'm in sesus mosily %o be a grour of poor writers. Like, I zot the oniv

' .y il o 05 - P . P . \IR". T -
A :}and.ed out o far tils semester...it vas ou a eritlue of Ahe Immortsl Stom, of ell
wing ss

Life Science is an imposing nume for a general biology course. This i the only
course T havs this semester thet actually has a lecture section; a1l the others are .
gnall clawses. Qur professzor has en intleresting sense of humor. nHften he will arsed
20 minutez giving & highly defailed description of some insignificant function of an
obgcure fish or inszct. Not long sgo, thovgin, he ren up eggeinst a sneg in this sort
¢f speeking: he wug hard-put to get srounr using a rather vulgar temm for the sxoret.
ion of begs. Whether or ast cne nesd attend his lectures is & weot point. Someone
cace agked this, just vefces the first test, "Sure,” he ssid. *If you don't attend
the lectures you denit zet to hear ny Jjokes, and I make sure to ssk you one of them
on the test.®

Algebre, despite the efforts of the T4, 18 sonewhet horing. Come tc think of it,
1t's because of the TA that il le. Rather ther eliowing us & little time o &3k
questions sbout the problems we!ve been ruaning up egainat in our home cegignnents, he
delights in spending much time each meeting proving this or that theovmr on the black~

biard. Usuelly theme theorams he prowes,
tic, uTe ones that o« all the clegs sl-
ready knows. But tnis seems to be the
Cclleze Way...

ROTC is at once & barrel of laughs and
oa ol | | & pdin in the aeck. I'm in a™my ROTC,
4 R TN S msinly becaise the group I wanted to.sign
up for, which was Alr Force ROTC, hed a
line ebout three times as lorng when I wea
eairiling. Now I'm rether glad I'm in.AT-
my, becunss Air Force is getiiny the.raw
’ end of a 3plit progrem this time. One sem-
egl:xr they have only half a unit, then they
follow this with = 23 unit sensster. 4wy,
on the other hand, for the first yesr is
omd onlt each gemester. Next year it jumps
to two pger semester. I'u hoping ths: by
thst time the Regentsz ol the University, will
he-e decided to meke it voluntary rather
corpulsoxy and I can uietly drop out.
Truge first two semesters we are subjected
t¢ one hour ' each of drill and cless esch
#er. In oclass so far we huve lesrned
all ebout the organizstion of the Army
end elso how to fire a rifle. on this
lest 1 am sorry to report that I am
rether an indifferent shot, which will
probably not ba to my gocd when finals
roll around. The Army has & habit of
timeographing many handsouts and dig-
sributing them in class. I oncelset

1

Tiglt




I T
SAUS TUIHERATRE FIYS 5

peit of my cless into mass confusicn by sitting down end begirundng to veal a copy of
Soyd Raebuvni ¢ FAPAzine, which just happens o resemble vo a great degwres an Sxmy
irendout. In drill, whare 1 get to wear a2 rscl unifern, goshwow, 1 usuelly msnsgs o
get thirgs 211 meased up by not doing vifle movemernta guite right. Also, I Tind it
damped hard tc Kesp In Step during parades. This could just De becsuze ons officer
will start counting cadsnce and when I get in step
7ith his count he will stop. This is ckay fsr a

- vitile, and I manage to ¥eep in step all right.

But thern snother offlicer starts counting end I

£ind he invariably steris with e "Left, right.. .

left, right..." when everyone slae is folltwing joB~Sok
the other officer’s ecount end is doing a "Right,

. left...right, lefti.." Confusion, it's wonder- ‘ é? QQ&
ful. This sort ¢f thing happenad the other day, | CHoKE
but by now I'vye gottea & stock explanstion for Cyv““*~57 3

i anyone wao says 1'm oul of step. i refer to the /“¥§A:?>\‘°”

Sot

gfficer with the most suthority and gint out thet

Jim in step with him. / [:“_~__;7

-
SA\raps e

Betwesn classes all us ex-Inglewood Bigh
tvpss congregate at the Agriculture Librerv. More gpecificelly, we meet in its ante-~
room. Why the Ag Librery, you ask? Beccusa, deer ressder, it's the most daserted
library in the eantirse school. There are v-e-r-y few agriculiuvre majors arouud any-
more and, in fact, uexil semester cometime the College of Lzriculture i3 soing ito move
out of UCLE enbtirely and we will be out of s convenient sdudy-srgus-~chitterdhatter
700

Which is perhaps a good thiné, becsuss with many People You Xnow in the same
room, much studying doesn!t get done.

ABOUT THE AUTHQR
The euthor of ths posm to the left,

: PSI-PHI' s Very Own Gnurrsery Rhyme

I think the world will never merit thet is. Hie full neme is Calvin Warren
The vegetable ws csll the carrct. ~ "Biff" Demmon and he goes to school in
The goldea yellow phellic symbol ' Berkeley, Capital of the Fannish World.
Which maites the rebits quick and nimble  The poem arrived in today's msil, about
The leafy top, the munchy root the time I was composing puge two of
¥hich you shculd never, at it; hoot. this editorial-thing, and I decided 1
Poem3 are made by fools wvho dere it might a3 well use it. I'd put it ia the
But only Ged ceulid eet a carrct. editorial off by itself, I figurad. 71

uight as well use 1%," was sbout the way

I put it. I said sometning =lse too,

but I think you can guess whet so I won't

- guote myself here. Besldes, goting onesell is pretiy ostentatiocus. It shows & good
dsel of conceit. But I never claimed to be modest, did I?

we= Calvin W. Demmon

Back to the subject at hand... Celvin Warren ¥Biff" Demmn {to whom we shall

refer as Cal Demmon, because it isn’t so much trouble to type) is some kind of & fan.

. Taat is, he is e member of CRAP (®Not quite, just a half-member? he corrected me when
T told him this when he denied being a fan) anc ho publishes in u’dition a weekly news-
letter entitled #SKOAN* (the #s8 are vital and it's a clever-obscure wey of ssying
*8oma Xind Of A Hut®) which he says he is going to fold sfter the tenth (GiantXmaa)
lesue becaugs it's not fun anymore. Calvin is tell and he is rotund, but he is not
as rotund as Bruce Pelz. At least it doesn't show as much. He wears glssses wlisn he
reads and other times when he fergets to tske them off.

When first he got into CRAP #a half of the joint menbership of Jerry Xnight and




Caelwin Dermop, somecue (I thirg L yna 5§

via Whi%s) accused bim of beiny & ibwax be-

ceuaa of the demmon kaight tieup in the two
naxes. Bub I think 8yliis believes in him
now.

The otner day I was tslking with Calvin
for the first time since last September when
he left for Berkeley. It seems thzt someone
alee noticsd the tieup between Demmon-Knight
and demon knight. In this cesge it was one
of Calls old "frisnds,” Tom McCommick. Be-
fore Cal and Jerzy came back down hers for
Xmag vacetion, Tom went arourd telling every-
one who knew Cal thet Je ;, and Cal had col-
laboreted on & story and esld it to Galexy. It's the damon kuight story in one of
the re=cant issues. So the first thing that Cal wae greeted with waen he got off the
brs coming down was, ®Did you re:zlly write thet story in the latest Galaxy?" This was
what hiz mother asked him. 9Hello, =on," she seid, "did you write that gtory in the
istest 2alaxy?" Calvir hed a preity scod anaver fer that. "No¥ was how he phrased

it, a@ince he hes taken English 1A toc and knows that he should be economicel with
words.

It seena that news of a budding young writer spreada pretty faat, because Cal
aaid that nesrly everyone he met asked hinm this gquestion. ®*No" remsined his stendard
reply. Then suddenly tha questions took e dlffereat tack. *Nof Calvin would reply
vhen asked if he and Jerry Knight had collsborated on & story for H.L. Gold!s prozine.
Then his inquigitors would counter with, "Well, why don't you???"

Calvin dossn't hawe any answer for that. He hean't seen Tom McCormidk gince ha
2ot dows here from Berkeley. ifter mentioning that I badseen him just the szy be-
tore, 1 acked Cal whet he was going to say io him vhen he sew him.

4T¢m not going Yo sa§ anything,* Cal relied. *I*am just going 1o pop him one in
thelﬁose, that's all.?

0T BE, R, RGULAR

I have a theory. "Rech individual fenzine exists in its owm space-time contin-
v ."  Thet!s & pretty goed thesry which may sesm obvious. But I'1l tell you about
it saywey, beceuse it!s My Theory.

Most of you,,I presume, receive Boyd Racburn's A BAS. If you don't, then perhaps
you get Terry Cerr’a INNUESDO. And if you don't, choose your owan highly irrsguler
Fanzine to work frocm. GRUE, for instenca. Or COFsSLA. Or even SKVHOOK. PSI-PHI will

do ad e laat resort.

Anyway, do you notice that when, once every yeer or so, {ou get an isazue of one
of thess highly irrsgular megazines end s8it down to reed it, thut you suddenly siart
renenbering whet happened in the iesue before so you will understand the references
thot are made to thut 1est issue in the current one? (If this weren't being written
on mesterast, vou cun bet Itd rewrite that sentencet) All of a sudden, things you
hadn't thought sbout for montha coms %o the front of your conscious and you Know
wvhet i3 being digeussed refers to something in the last issus.

B Well, T do. (If you don't, then you are wasting your time reading this particular
suEgitle; and I'4 suggest you move or to the next one.) Maybe I'm extrsordinary, though
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SANG TTINRRATKE ¥IXE , -
gince Fans sra Commiciinded (8t least they claim to bet, T doubt ii. Jack Herneas,
if tihis isn't the cesze with you, 1 su going to be very disillusioned withk 3elentalogy.
However, Lrb Rapp sseu: to be ons fan whe doesn't recember things very fer back. I
guess thera ars others, too, 7oW thet I think of it. Hell.

I had & thsory.

g HO, HO, HO, MERRRRRRY CHRISTMaS!

. Thig issuz of PSI-PHI is doubling &s my Christmas card for "mis yesr, even though
" most of you won't get it uatil efter Christmss. I eppreciete the cards I've received

in the mail (where else?) but I cen't «fford to do up a generel meiling of Christmes
cerds to these end other people who deserve them. So this issus of Pal-Phi is the
result. When I ssid "cen't sfford” up there, I meant really thet it would be a

. wasbe of money. I can mail +his issue for 1§ less than it would cost me to mail a
cerd to you. [On overseas ~opies, the sevings is 4¢1) With the cover of this issue,
i+ even looks 1ike a Gient Zmas Card. Meyve thie nukes me 2ligible for tie Mors
Reading On Chriatmas Cerds Movensnt.

People vho complained &-
bout peor Juplicetion in the
leat issus were quits right. The
reproduction stank, and it wes
on account of a bunch of dittio )
rasteras that beckfirsd on me. This }
issus cught to be a lot betler in
reproduction~and since I bhave doms
up moet of the pages alresdy, I
know it is. &s nmight be expected
the articles by Singer, Speer ‘ . N
and Ebert in the Lsgt issua drsw” " W8
e 1ot of comment, especially
the Singer article which sven Fa P _ . ) Dy
got 2 articles ir return. There > L/ Yau 3V
ion't a lettercol in this lssve : : ' 4
but in the 3th number, which
should be out next sugmer,
we will presert the most cog-
ent comments received. We also
hopa to have our co-edlter back.
We miss him end hate like hell
writing six peges of this lsaue
oursslves, even if it is Fas- .
- cinating and Witty. (And bes- \ \\\\:;”
ides, we didn't heve enything , N X
to fit in of sppropriste length : ' _ VI
of naturs,) £ - , i/

o e g 0

¢

e So. The very best of ‘ P e
holiday greetings from me to oy S0 ) : -
you, and I'11 see you next § R s <
gummer with issve #8, with lotis - . ) )
of stuff in it held over from Gee—«1bsy§§§y to be 'beat?--- Cuppachinou
laat time. OK? OXese tesies just like coccai”

~80cb Lichtman
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On the techlceual sido, Steve Tolliver, with nis ugual inggnuity, @es ﬂesjggcd ug

e negnificent new cemere consisinng of & clgar box end o tollet prpiY EUb?j i 5360~
desrree @ereen will be used vhicn will anddnr snd engulf tas struggll@g sudience tbo
conplete the womb-like effect which ia s0 necessery to the reslisw ci this lantesy
worid. BScents will be ldiberslly used; Szuron’s under-sm odor is expected o wine
out £11 but the wore hirdy members of the audience. Xa addition, we:ther elfectis
will be creeted through the use of dry ice dvopped from e zmall «irplane scheduled

tc fly over tioe theater at opporiune monents.

As for the thecter i1tself, we plun to build & gigentic structure on the summit

. of Mount Kilimenjarc to which tne apectutors will be cerried in seden chairs. all
people will ses the movie in z foetel position and be fed intrevenously, so «a not
to mar the escepist effect. "

ind z9 for the filming, it should take us azbout four deys te film it &11. We
will usz The Hobbit as & ten-minute prologue to The Lord of the Ripgs. The lotter =
will teke three hundred yeers to abow with three reincarnstions for the appendiz
tlene. We wlll have five internissions, during sach of which the Yatusi tribe of
hfrica hss promised to do their femous fertility rites. Refreshments will be pro-
vided by the Selvetion Ammy. sfter the complete performunce, s 450-foot sistue of
J.R.R. Tolkien wede of solid diamends will be shot out of the ground on hydraulics,
whereupon 000 children frow the underfed countries of the world will sing & chorus
of "God Blegs Qur Heppy Home.® Immedistely following this, special sercncuitics will
ke provided by the ccmbined Soviet and U.S. sir Forces {(in pea@lul competiticn) alorg
with all tae migratory btirds of New Zeslsnd. V¥e have msde plans for Christ to meke
& return eppesrance at this time and will welcome him with & ticker-tape parude,
pusic supplied by the Tel-aviv Marching Bund (pslm branches are Qut this year). Saten

. 1s also expscted to show up und will arrive on # golden pletter bormas 2loft by four
. thousand screeming Hindu Mendicants. after & wulcowing speech by he Governor—

General of Yucatan, &n exiibition bout between the two will be sisged for the bene-
* fit of homeliess Hottentots. The sun wlll then go super-nove, and to CEpD OUr SiowW

off, the Diety will will finelly be forced to explain himzelf.

Sound good? We think go. Admittedly, we haven't got quite esnough funds to see
our project wurcugh yet, but we ere confident that when once cur plans are pubiicized
every psrson in the world will give us %400,000 epiece slong with the sum totzl of
their life~tie income and sll tneir veluable pos-

sessions. )
(1 F lff'ﬂ?" !
Wahava carefully selected our cast of charsct- . ﬂ”fﬁﬁ_/
ers drawing on all ths talents of the world to get :
the person most suited to play each individuel part. : X
i We hope you will egree with our selections: Vol

Frodo -~ Boris Rarloff, known for his wermth and
msnity
Sam - Steve Reeves \
Pippin - £1fred Hitcheirck ‘
Marry -~ Buster Keaton
. Sarmmen - Judes - for the first time in ysers, he
will once more teturn to the stege as the S :
master of invective und sneers, ai his ; g j NS
stendard price of 30 pieces of gilver ' '
Ginmli - Teb Hunter il
Lezolas -~ Lenny Bruce
Gollum ~ Nommen Vincent Fesla
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THE MCST COLOSSAL 8PIC OF ALL TIMF 1

And row, unbellevedle ug it mauy scen, the firat steps inmvard our prevt gosl (the
econguest of tihe Kncwn Jpiverse) heve been taken. Memawhile, we are suill loying ?o
fila The Lord of the Riggs- Under the remerkabie dirvec®ion of a young Geroan impig-
rant, Richard Waguer (who bears a striking resemblsance ty Faul Stanbery, a friend of
ours who publishes fanzines), Head of Latex Productions {"We Alweysg Streter Dur Foint")
we are connitting The Hobbit o Edisou Cylinders for radic performance, utilizing ths
vast rescources of Genersl Smirnoff and his Rudio Corperation of Cubs sziaff. Tha fuct
that it will probebly never be completed is  relstively minor besides the fact that
ve are shis so effectively to rationalizes.

The first chapter alone tekes up over 34,000 &ylinders, which, by the wey, rua
for half a minute sach. General Samirnoff hes tried to convince the yourg Ediser (who
begrs a striking resemblance to Penl Stanbery) thet we ave in dzsperste need of an
extended play cylinder, but tc no effect, ey Edison considers it tco razdieal & schome.

Richard Wegner plays Gandelf (Wagner is obviously & geniue, but needs & lot of
developing) and & young Los hngeles muthematician, 4l Einstein {who beers a striking
resemblance to Paul Stanbery), plays Bilbo.

The hardest part of recording wse the sound effects utilizel, such aa dwarves
seting (vecorded st the lsst Playboy Jazz Festivael), end the sound of crashing tanks
exploding during the Basitle of the Bulze (for ths aownd of Twaris bainy esten.)

Although we have not finighed the second chepter of ‘he Hobbit, and hsve sopsrent-
iy feiled, the fact thet we are still able to rationalize does offer sume Logo.

Meanwhile, our plans for a Tolkien Soclety zre beginning to bear fruit. The first
issue of our official organ, WORMIONGUE, will be published in & few months. F.M. Bua-
by, noted throughout fendom for hiz 3inguier senity, has objected te our use of The
pmnipotent Oversasrs of the yuest for Prclects of Unsurpessable Stupidity as & title.
Bruce Pelz hes sdmirably defended this, pointing out that we all are immsture neurot-
ics, and has promised to him Busby the next time he sees him. He mzde some addition-
al points, but the mein point is that this is The Cmnipotent Overseers cf the (uest
for Projects of Unsurpesseble Stupidity, end as such will stey. For we do overlock,
and wa #re upsurpassably stupid; vhat other name so well covers the subjezt?

Then Dick Schultz {(wno beers & striking resamblance to his fether) wrote, seying
that ths requirement of 18 rejection slips would discourage many fen. That, Dieck, is
exectly the idea. We intend to discourege fen, who, like Bugby, have any mccsure of
sanity or success, or lack out ebility to retionelize effectively. Seventesn reject-
ion slips will pot do — it is en indicetion of success — we must have at lascst 18.
Anyone who resds The Fellowsbip ¢f the Ripe in less than four days is also considered
unvorthy of membership.

Whatever original manuscripts 2re sent te us do not even have to be suitabls for
publicstion; they may contain obscene terms and scételogical references; but chances
sre they will snd up in WOBMTONGUE.

It is becoming increasingly apparent that our ultimate zosl of conqvering the
Universe muat inevitably be reelized soweday. I only hope when it comea that I will
be ebls to rationalize affectively.

—=-. B111l Meyers & K.n Seszgls
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Pressing onvard, the next thing up for eyetracking is by the first helf of the
tean that wrote the asbove. Msyers turns serious momentarily to present an:
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In other words, it could be done; itls not an dmpuasib.llly - I'n #ireid Johnsione's
ides iz,

The suggested background music stinds comspicuously &3 a revecling testement to
gomeone’s strocious mugicsl tuste. A hsphazard potpourri of musicel excerpts could
heve been & far more nerve-wrzcking effect then the chesp background musie utilized
by the Hollywood that Jobnstone is tryinz to brerk awey from. Johustone seys ,.it
is appsrent thzt most of the music for the finel production will have to be originel.”

.

2 It is spparent thot it will gil have to b2 original;
it will keve to be & complex shructure of inter-

: voven melodies cf such artistic greatness that »
to justify completely all toe moods of Tol- /
¥ien's world such composers ss Wagner,
Debussy, znd Scheoenberg at their pesks
would pall in comperisen. snd Johnstcne
plans to commissicn Igor Strevinsky...

It is true thet such & work could only

be concelved in the mind of one gen-
iug; and I'm efraid, with ali due
regpect to Paul Stanbery, thet
geniug doesn't exist.

At sny rete, even if & rendor
collation of mood muszic were ©o be
slected, the 1ist Fields contributes
is impossibly stupid. He hes a
¥nack for picking out ihe worst
iten of & composer!s lifetims out-
put. I am very much surprised thet
he fsiled to choose for the Battle
of Pelennor Fielde Bethoven! s "Wel-
lingten's Vietory.® It seems sc
zpropos in regsrd to the rest of the
muaic. Qut of =11 Wegner's vast
output, Fields picxs “Forest Mur-
murings,” a rickety fremswork of
schmaltzy tunes glued together by
Humperdinck thet happened to
strike his tin eer. Fields finds
no place for Alfred Newnan's Cruc-—
ifixion Sceae from "The Robe",
definitely the pesck of Newmzn's cer-
eer, but comes up with the Rescue
of Denmetrius, cne of the poorest
bits in the movie. Fields could do
bitterdby whirling evound blindfolded in front of his recowdis zna Jabbing his finger
&t random.

PR

Tt weuld be ecsy to teke thks whole fissco point by point, Lut thet is not my
initiel purpose (besides, I h:ave only hslf e ream of peper). What I zm trying te get
over is thet J.RK.R, Tolkien is Grezt — sad I use Gre:zt in the "imuortzl® senss of
the word, not &s & synonym for "good" or "truefine" — he is perhaps the grea.est
writer of the Twentieth Century. To meke a motion picture completely justifying
Tolkien!s books, it would teke people equally as Greet in film-making zs Tolkien is
in writing. I'm efrsid no ons in Johnstone's crew fills the bill. I'm not sure there

. 18 anyone in the world who could. But until someone pops up whe does, let's not let
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gclence; desplie sssurences by
plurb~-writers to the contrary, fesz
really not caught up with gelence
fiction. The pathetic and perhaps
fatal fact is thet scisnce fiction hes
not yet caught up with science. ind
perhaps it never will., It's obvious
that modern science fiction can dis-
play very little aerious sffort to
$natill solid scientific convent into
jts offsrings. This is nothing new;
one of the clageicsl sygumsnts against
the genre i3 that it midgguides easily-
impressed youth «ith officisl-sounding
naeudo-geience.

In the rast five ysara, however,
atf hus replaced even pseundo-sclence _ .
vith a new brand of homcgenized, ecto~ aTtis & Christmas card from you Xnow

hatt 1 8 1 - .

plasgic sc?enc? thet!s so hazy | e who. It says 'Drop dead end take your
comniital thet its suthor could be try- fenoid s th -
ing to prove almost anything and be
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correct. Too lazy ‘o research their sclence sad toc wary o fuke ii, today's sotf
authors too often stesr a dull riddle course by aveiding 1t. Thua ws have the Tapace
opera®: certain things are presupposed--fagier-then-light drive, time travel, whet
heve you——anfl then injected intec the story with no plausibie explenation of thelr
workings.

Now, it is dangerous enough to presupposs inventvions or attitudes in mainstream
fiction, where the ninsteen-sixties have szeen s growlnz itierd to assume or priBUpPOSe
that mass consucption 1s bad, thal the "man in the grey flaunsl evit® is ipsn fecie
unhapyy, or that Mary?s uwneppy lovs affair with John can ail be explained by Freud.
But it is dimastrous to "assume® similar things in atf, bsceuse even the carafully
taought-out fictional antecedsuts of such suppositions have nc szisterce outaids thedr
authorts imeginetiona. This leads to aloppy plotting =nd story cvonstructioun, umob "wisd-
atretching® or "birilliant flights of the imsgination,” as some would bhave it. Laimov
ves brilliani when he devised his Three Laws of Roboilics; Jobn Doz ia dull when he zs-
sumes that all robots muat therefore act that way. Doe is ulso cheating unlesa ne
mantions Asimov's carefully thoughi-out theses, &s soms authors have doge.

Authors like Hal Clement, usually Asimov, Arthur Claxite and perhaps half & dozen
more, ropresent the herd cors of #ihinkers® who ssem %o be furvishing possibilities
for endless reheshing by the ®supposers® of today's stf markst. Clement hss writtes
only & handful of stf, by comparitive standards, snd yet its content is m0 ¢21id and
sound and imsginative thet deozens of atories have been wozked out of it by other su-
thors. Other authors, like Shirley Jzckson, Zenna Henderson, and somaitimes Wileon
Tucker or Jeck Finney or Theodore Sturgecn, are concentrating primzrily on tihe char~
acters end situations, rather thaa the scientific means, and 25 leas frequently srs
guilty of scteutific slipshoddedness. (It's worth mentioning heve that mcut of the
stories in this last group ere often set in the present or nesr future, and rwally
den't require careful ssientific extrapelation.}
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YoU RECEIVED THIS ISSUE BEGCiUGE:

{ ) You peicd for it--you ere & avb-
scriber-with _ pages (under the
old aub system) or __ issues left
on your sub. (If it's less than
50 pages on the old system, =2ud
copropriate funds to bring your
credit up to 25¢ (50pp) or yeu

n+ i Yeceive #8.)

W contributed %o 18 issue;
nie do it sgain.
% ] olz 7< ol 211 of
N r's Zxl i ..\.'C" of & t‘e, Ok&;{?)

O ther:

HRUANDRY

A collection I prepared for the Dec-

EYE P4 malling. Therse are stil.
. BRdifdi] of spares. This ig 3 20-
& ;;L ef T ipetion with material by Hoff-

man, ¥illis, Burbee, Laney, Bloch,
ckery, Machuley, S8ilverberg and 01-
!if{i Mirst come, firat served cu
Yo lyemeining coples. 15¢ muiled
11841} 203 mailed flet in envelcpe-
Monay to the elditor of this magazine.
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